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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the
Partnership Act”’.

SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that the United
States should—

(1) continue to support the development of
capable, ready, and modern defense forces
necessary for Taiwan to maintain a suffi-
cient self-defense capability by increasing
exchanges between senior defense officials
and general officers of the United States and
Taiwan at the strategic, policy, and func-
tional levels, consistent with the Taiwan
Travel Act (Public Law 115-135; 132 Stat. 341),
especially for the purposes of—

(A) improving the interoperability of the
military forces of the United States and Tai-
wan;

(B) improving the reserve force of Taiwan;
and

(C) expanding cooperation in humanitarian
assistance and disaster relief;

(2) expand and strengthen Taiwan’s capa-
bility to conduct security activities, includ-
ing traditional activities of the combatant
commands, cooperation with the National
Guard, and through multilateral activities;
and

(3) using appropriate authorities and con-
sistent with the Taiwan Relations Act (Pub-
lic Law 96-8; 22 U.S.C. 3301 et seq.), seek to
develop a partnership between the National
Guard and Taiwan as a means of maintaining
a sufficient self-defense capability.

SEC. 3. ANNUAL FEASIBILITY REPORT ON CO-
OPERATION BETWEEN THE NA-
TIONAL GUARD AND TAIWAN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than February
15, 2022, an annually thereafter, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall submit to the con-
gressional defense committees (as defined in
section 101 of title 10, United States Code) a
report on the feasibility and advisability of
enhanced cooperation between the National
Guard and Taiwan.

(b) ELEMENTS.—Each report required by
subsection (a) shall include the following:

(1) A description of the cooperation be-
tween the National Guard and Taiwan during
the preceding calendar year, including mu-
tual visits, exercises, training, and equip-
ment opportunities.

(2) An evaluation of the feasibility of en-
hancing cooperation between the National
Guard and Taiwan on a range of activities,
including—

(A) disaster and emergency response;

(B) cyber defense and communications se-
curity;

(C) military medical cooperation;

(D) Mandarin-language education and cul-
tural exchange; and

(E) programs for National Guard advisors
to assist in training the reserve components
of the military forces of Taiwan.

(3) Recommendations to enhance such co-
operation and improve interoperability, in-
cluding through familiarization visits, coop-
erative training and exercises, and co-de-
ployments.

(4) Any other matter the Secretary of De-
fense considers appropriate.

“Taiwan

————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION  307—CON-
GRATULATING THE MISSISSIPPI
STATE UNIVERSITY BASEBALL
TEAM ON WINNING THE 2021 NA-
TIONAL COLLEGIATE ATHLETIC
ASSOCIATION DIVISION I BASE-
BALL CHAMPIONSHIP

Mr. WICKER (for himself and Mrs.
HYDE-SMITH) submitted the following
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resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. REs. 307

Whereas, on Wednesday, June 30, 2021, the
Mississippi State University baseball team
won the 2021 National Collegiate Athletic As-
sociation (referred to in this preamble as the
“NCAA”) College World Series at TD
Ameritrade Park in Omaha, Nebraska;

Whereas, by defeating Vanderbilt Univer-
sity 9-0, the Mississippi State University
baseball team became the first team in Mis-
sissippi State University history to win an
NCAA National Championship, wrapping it
in maroon and white;

Whereas the Mississippi State University
baseball team has appeared in 3 consecutive
NCAA College World Series, totaling 12 ap-
pearances in school history;

Whereas on June 20, 2021, the Mississippi
State University baseball team recorded 21
strikeouts, which set an NCAA College World
Series single-game team record;

Whereas Will Bednar was named the 2021
NCAA College World Series Most Out-
standing Player;

Whereas catcher Logan Tanner, first base-
man Luke Hancock, shortstop Lane For-
sythe, outfielders Tanner Allen and Rowdey
Jordan, and pitcher Will Bednar were named
to the 2021 NCAA College World Series All-
Tournament Team;

Whereas Tanner Allen was named the 2021
Southeastern Conference Player of the Year
and the 2021 American Baseball Coaches and
Rawlings Sporting Goods National Player of
Year;

Whereas Head Coach Chris Lemonis was
named the 2021 National Coach of the Year
by Collegiate Baseball Newspaper;

Whereas Chris Lemonis is the first Divi-
sion I head coach to reach the NCAA College
World Series in his first 2 seasons as head
coach of a program in the Super Regional era
and just the fifth all-time in NCAA history;

Whereas Dudy Noble Field at Polk-DeMent
Stadium on the campus of Mississippi State
University holds the NCAA Division I base-
ball on-campus attendance record and regu-
larly attracts record crowds;

Whereas the Mississippi State University
baseball team under the leadership of Head
Coach Chris Lemonis displayed outstanding
dedication, teamwork, and sportsmanship
throughout the 2020-2021 season; and

Whereas the Mississippi State University
baseball team has brought great pride and
honor—

(1) to Mississippi State University;

(2) to loyal fans of Mississippi State Uni-
versity; and

(3) to the entire State of Mississippi: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates the Mississippi State Uni-
versity baseball team, including the ath-
letes, coaching staff, administration, fac-
ulty, students, and alumni, on winning the
2021 National Collegiate Athletic Association
Division I baseball championship;

(2) recognizes Mississippi State University
for its excellence as an institution of higher
education; and

(3) respectfully requests that the Secretary
of the Senate transmit an enrolled copy of
this resolution to—

(A) the President of Mississippi State Uni-
versity, Dr. Mark Keenum;

(B) the Athletic Director of Mississippi
State University, John Cohen; and

(C) the Head Coach of the Mississippi State
University baseball team, Chris Lemonis.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 308—COM-
MENDING AND CONGRATU-
LATING THE HUTCHINSON COM-
MUNITY COLLEGE BLUE DRAG-
ONS FOOTBALL TEAM FOR WIN-
NING THE 2021 NATIONAL JUNIOR
COLLEGE ATHLETIC ASSOCIA-

TION FOOTBALL NATIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIP
Mr. MORAN (for himself and Mr.

MARSHALL) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 308

Whereas, on Saturday, June 5, 2021, the
Hutchinson Community College Blue Drag-
ons football team (in this preamble referred
to as the ‘“‘Blue Dragons’’) defeated the Snow
College Badgers by a score of 29 to 27 in the
2021 National Junior College Athletic Asso-
ciation (in this preamble referred to as the
“NJCAA”) National Championship game;

Whereas the 2021 NJCAA National Cham-
pionship is the first in the history of the
Blue Dragons’ football program;

Whereas the Blue Dragons were the Kansas
Jayhawk Community College Conference
regular season champions;

Whereas the Blue Dragons finished the 2021
season with a perfect 8-0 record;

Whereas, during the championship game,
the Blue Dragons overcame a 14 point deficit
to take the lead in the fourth quarter;

Whereas quarterback C.J. Ogbonna entered
the game in the third quarter to lead the
Blue Dragons on 3-straight scoring drives to
take the lead;

Whereas linebacker Tre Pinkney inter-
cepted a pass late in the fourth quarter to
seal the victory for the Blue Dragons;

Whereas Tye Edwards, Ivan Thomas,
Kingsley Ugwu, Aric Harris, Jurriente Davis,
and Roterius Torrence were named as
NJCAA All-Americans; and

Whereas first-year Head Coach Drew Dallas
was named the NJCAA National Coach of the
Year: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commends the Hutchinson Community
College Blue Dragons football team for win-
ning the 2021 National Junior College Ath-
letic Association football National Cham-
pionship;

(2) recognizes the players, coaches, and
staff of the Hutchinson Community College
Blue Dragons football team; and

(3) respectfully requests that the Secretary
of the Senate transmit an enrolled copy of
this resolution to—

(A) the President of Hutchinson Commu-
nity College, Carter File;

(B) the Athletic Director of Hutchinson
Community College, Josh Gooch; and

(C) the Head Coach of the Hutchinson Com-
munity College Blue Dragons football team,
Drew Dallas.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I have 11
requests for committees to meet during
today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority and
Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to mee during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,

and Urban Affairs is authorized to
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meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, July 20, 2021, at 10 a.m., to
conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN

AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, July 20, 2021, at 2:30 p.m.,
to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, July 20,
2021, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

The Committe on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, July 20, 2021, at 10 a.m., to
conduct a hearing.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Tuesday,
July 20, 2021, at 2:45 p.m., to conduct a
hearing on nominations.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON AIRLAND

The Subcommittee on Airland of the
Committee on Armed Services is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Tuesday, July 20, 2021, at
2:15 p.m., to conduct a hearing.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON EMERGING THREATS AND

CAPABILITIES

The Subcommittee on Emerging
Threats and Capabilities of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services is authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on Tuesday, July 20, 2021, at 3:30
p.m., to conduct a hearing.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON PERSONNEL

The Subcommittee on Personnel of
the Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, July 20, 2021,
at 11 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON READINESS AND
MANAGEMENT SUPPORT

The Subcommittee on Readiness and
Management Support of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services is authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on Tuesday, July 20, 2021, at 9:30
a.m., to conduct a hearing.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON SEAPOWER

The Subcommittee on Seapower of
the Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, July 20, 2021,
at 5:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON STATE DEPARTMENT AND

USAID MANAGEMENT, INTERNATIONAL OPER-

ATIONS, AND BILATERAL INTERNATIONAL DE-

VELOPMENT

The Subcommittee on State Depart-
ment and USAID Management, Inter-
national Operations, and Bilateral
International Development of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, July 20, 2021, at 2:30
p.m., to conduct a hearing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New York.
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UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—
S. 15620

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Mr. President, I
rise once again to call for every Sen-
ator to have the chance to vote on the
Military Justice Improvement and In-
creasing Prevention Act. It is time for
us to move serious crimes, like sexual
assault and murder, out of the chain of
command and put them in the hands of
the most capable people in the military
to do this: independent, impartial,
highly trained uniformed prosecutors.

I want to first acknowledge and ex-
press my gratitude to my colleagues on
the Armed Services Subcommittee on
Personnel who recognize the impor-
tance of this legislation and this morn-
ing voted to include it as an amend-
ment to the Senate Armed Services
Personnel Subcommittee markup of
the NDAA.

The reason we are calling for this re-
form is because our current system is
just not working for our servicemem-
bers. It is not delivering justice on the
values of justice and equality that they
have sacrificed so much to defend. We
are here to serve them. Any reform
that we should make should be made
with their best interests in mind.

So while I am glad that so many of
our colleagues are now looking for
ways to help survivors of sexual as-
sault in the military, we must help
them by starting to listen to them and
what they are saying about the justice
they want delivered.

If we move just sexual assault and re-
lated crimes out of the chain of com-
mand, we are ignoring the voices of the
very people whom we are trying to
help. Survivors have asked for all seri-
ous crimes to be taken out of the chain
of command. They have told us time
and time again that they do not want
to be further isolated, further dimin-
ished, by being given special treat-
ment. They do not want to have a sepa-
rate judicial system. The request is
clear: Do not create a pink court, a
court that will be perceived by other
servicemembers as only serving
women. While we know that many sex-
ual assault survivors are men, the per-
ception in the military will be reality,
and it will be seen as marginalizing and
minimizing women servicemembers.

It is our obligation to listen to the
men and women we are serving and to
do our job. Creating a bifurcated sys-
tem will not only silence survivors’
voices; it will silence the voices of the
enlisted servicemembers who have
asked us to provide basic fairness.

Our servicemembers recognize that,
intentionally or not, a commander who
knows both the accuser and the victim
cannot remove bias from decision mak-
ing. Our servicemembers have told us
that they lack faith in the current sys-
tem, which leaves serious crimes and,

potentially, serious sentences with
commanders who are not trained law-
yers.

We have to listen to the men and
women in uniform who have asked us
to ensure that their cases will be de-
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cided by an independent, highly trained
military prosecutor if they are going to
face prosecution that can lead to more
than a year of confinement.

I ask my colleagues who are in favor
of moving just sexual assault and re-
lated crimes out of the chain of com-
mand: Why should some crimes be han-
dled by better lawyers than others?
Don’t we want all serious crimes to be
given serious consideration by a JAG
with criminal justice experience? Don’t
all of our servicemembers deserve a
professionalized judicial system?

As Senator HAWLEY, a former pros-
ecutor, this morning in our sub-
committee hearing, said:

[Wlhen we have service men and women
who have had serious crimes committed
against them—felony crimes, as are ad-
dressed in this bill—it is absolutely impera-
tive that: justice is done to these men and
women, is done for them; that the procedures
and standards that they can expect are uni-
form and predictable; [and] that trained
military prosecutors make the final call as
to whether or not . . . these cases will go for-
ward for prosecution. And the reason for that
is we want the evidence to be weighed by the
prosecutor—the individual, the woman or
the man—who is going to be presenting this
to a jury, to a judge in the system. . ..
That’s a predictable system. I think it is one
that both defendants and victims can sup-
port because the rules are uniform—it’s
across the board, it’s is analogous to our ci-
vilian system but still, of course, stays with-
in the military system of justice.

Many of our colleagues brought re-
newed attention to the need for mili-
tary justice after the tragic murder of
SPC Vanessa Guillen. Her case shows
us that a bifurcated system that leaves
some crimes with prosecutors and some
crimes with commanders will not de-
liver justice.

Specialist Guillen was sexually har-
assed by one soldier and then murdered
by another. If we remove just sexual
assault and related crimes from the
chain of command, only her harasser’s
case would be handled by a prosecutor.
Her murderer’s case would not. It
would be left in the hands of the same
command that so deeply mishandled
her case that her murderer was able to
flee the base and end his own life. Her
family, as a consequence, will never
have justice.

We have heard from voices inside the
Pentagon who have resisted this
change for far too long. We cannot let
them continue to drown out the voices
of the people in the military justice
system whom they are supposed to
serve. We must listen to the voices of
the enlisted. They have asked us to
make this reform and to put all serious
crimes in the hands of highly trained,
impartial, professional military pros-
ecutors.

That is what the Military Justice Im-
provement and Increasing Prevention
Act would do. Every day it is delayed is
another day our servicemembers’
voices are silenced. It is time to listen
to them and bring this legislation to
the floor for a vote.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that at a time to be determined by
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